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ñARCHITECTURAL INVESTIGATION GROUPò Ltd.

- 1965: the Planning Office of Historical Monuments by the Ministry of LSSR Culture 

(later Institute of Restoration). 

- 02.02.1982.: Architectural Investigation Group (within previously mentioned Planning Office): 

- the architect PǛteris BlȊms ïthe founder of architectural research 

in Latvia and the idea's author; 

- the technician Ivars Johansons; 

- from 2 till 43 employees; 

- new approach in building investigation: survey of historic archieves and 

a basic structural survey (previously) + survey of external and internal 

decorations and elements = methodology of building archeology 

- 29.11.1991.: ñAIGò Ltd. (= ñArchitectural Investigation Groupò): 

- difficult period for country and organization; 

- poor materially-technical support vs previous experience 

and pure enthusiasm (ñwho if not usò);

- the only architectural research company in Latvia.

- 1997: ñArchitectural Investigation Groupò Ltd.: 

- the development of historic building restoration and reconstruction projects 

(not only as a research but also as a design bureau);

- in more than 20 years more than 1,000 buildings located throughout Latvia.
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SHORT HISTORY OF BOTH CASES

Rectory of Sesava
¸ Built between 1771.-1798. after the previous

building was burnt down in the late 1760.

¸ The 1st third of 19th century: various amounts

of construction-rebuilding and repairs were

performed, that could be still mentioned.

¸ The following periods of extensive rebuilding

and repairs: mid of 19th century, end of 20th

century and beginning of 20th century, 20-30s of

20th century.

¸ During and after World War II: the general

condition of the building deteriorated. In the 1950s

the rectory was transferred to the state. Repairs

have been made to a greater or lesser extent.

¸ The mid of 1970s: critical condition.

¸ 1994: the property returned to the Sesava

Evangelical Lutheran Congregation. 1998: the

rectory and the garden were included in the list of

nationally significant architectural monuments

under state protection Nr.5191.

¸ The beginning of 21st century: the building ïstill

partly occupied.

¸ Currently: completely abandoned, the technical

condition is critical.

Rental house complex in Riga
¸ Built in 1910-1912. OZOLINS HOUSE or

OZOLINS PASSAGE. Art Nouveau style with

elements of neoclassicism.

¸ Till the World War II the major rebuilding has not

been affected, some interior redesigns have been

carried out, the facade has been restored. The

corner dome was crowned with an eagle sculpture

that has disappeared.

¸ During the WWII: the school for children with

mental disabilities.

¸ From 1947 to 1990: the residence of garrison

officers. Public spaces still used for business

purposes.

¸ After 1990: the building was practically

uninhabited (till now) except for the ground floor

(used for commercial purposes).

¸ 2008: the first architectural-artistic inventory.

¸ 21st century: no renovation work => the status of

buildings degrading Riga's urban environment.

¸ Currently: an obligation of the owners to carry out

the reconstruction or renovation within the next

four years. The inventory of 2008 is updated and

supplemented.
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INVESTIGATION WORKS OF BOTH CASES 

Rectory of Sesava

¸ Owner: the Sesava's Evangelical Lutheran 

Congregation.

¸ The main purpose of the research: iniciative of

the owner + demand of the National Culture

Heritage Bureau (NCHB) before the beginning of

any reconstruction / renovation / restoration works.

¸ The main task: to explore and give all the

possible information to the owner in textual and

graphical way about heritage in the building

(interior and exterior) that has to be preserved,

conserved, reconstructed.

¸ The scope of the research: architectural-artistic

inventory of the whole building.

¸ Planned use of the building: for the purposes of

the Congregation and priest (when / if it will be set

in order).

¸ The area / volume of the building: total area ï

506 m2, volume ï2700 m3.

¸ The time allotted for the research: ca. 2 months

¸ The amount of researchers: 7

Rental house complex in Riga

¸ Owner: private.

¸ The main purpose of the research: demand of the

National Culture Heritage Bureau (NCHB) before

the beginning of any reconstruction / renovation /

restoration works.

¸ The main task: to explore and give all the possible

information to the owner in textual and graphical

way about heritage in the building (interior and

exterior) that has to be preserved, conserved,

reconstructed.

¸ The scope of the research: updating and addition

of the inventory of 2008.

¸ Planned use of the building: hotel

¸ The area / volume of the building: ca. 11500 m2

¸ The time allotted for the research: 2 months for

updating + 2 months for addition (the term war

exceed)

¸ The amount of researchers: 4
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